The Battle of Sedgemoor
a mob of stout English peasants, led by tradesmen and
commanded by the illegitimate son of a King. It was the
end of a rebellion in which some thousands of good west-
country folk were either killed in action or butchered b7
order of the King with all the apparent formality of the
law, or sent to die as slaves in a deadly climate, contrary to
the recognized customs of war and to the established right
of English freemen."
The actual number of the men killed in the battle is not
known and the estimates differ, but Oldmixon says about
300 rebels and 400 of the regular army were slain, but more
official figures place the Royalist losses at only 100 or some
say 200. That they lost a lot of men from the artillery fire
early in the attack seems likely, and their serious losses seem
to have enraged their leaders, for Captain Kirke and others
slew the fugitives and prisoners with great cruelty and are
said to have buried the wounded with the dead in clearing
up the battlefield. No less than 500 prisoners were brought
into Weston Zoyland church ; 79 of these were wounded,
of which 5 died. In this village 22 rebels were hanged on
the spot, 4 of them in gemmaces or chains. One of these
was Captain Adlam, who- was dying from his wounds when
carried to the gallows.
Lord Feversham sent Churchill into Bridg^rater with
500 cavalry and 500 foot, and there no atrocities seem to
have occurred under his command. The general followed,
bringing in more wounded rebels in carts, and those who
could walk were chained in gangs like slaves* The poor
farmers sent in provisions to the army, and barrels of cider
marked with their names and the name of their farm.
Every village ordered the ringers to ring peals of bells and
pretend joyous enthusiasm, but all this went for little as the
hearts of the people were broken, and there was scarce a
house in that part of the country that was not mourning the
dead or fearing the wrath to come. There are many
terrible stories of the cruel military slaughter that went on
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